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triumph of the English over the French in the South is seen from the follow-
ing observations of the Select Committee in their letter to the Court dated
31 December 1758: "The plenty of money and provisions with which we
can at all times supply the gentlemen at Madras will enable them to carry
any of their designs whereas the total want the French are in of both and
without any visible means of redress renders it almost impossible for them
to undertake anything of moment .... Over and above this want of money
we are well assured there is a great scarcity of gunpowder among them and
this is an article they have little hopes of being relieved in except from here,
as we have the whole of the saltpetre in our hands."152

We may also make a passing reference to the goods imported into Bengal
during this period. These goods consisted mostly of woollens, carpets, broad-
cloth, copper, lead, iron and Madeira wine. With the increase in the number
of Europeans in Calcutta and other settlements in Bengal, the demand for
Madeira wine also began to increase. Before the revolution in Bengal
woollen goods did not sell well, and the Directors expressed their great dis-
appointment,153 After the revolution the Company's servants, backed by the
influence and authority which th^y enjoyed, made special efforts to increase
the sale of these goods in Bengal, and the expulsion of the French also helped
them much. The Court of Directors, in their letter dated 23 March 1759,
expressed their satisfaction at the attention paid by the Fort William Council
to promote the sale of woollen goods and also "to encrease the vend of copper
and other staple commodities by sending them to Pama, Cuttack, and other
places".154 From the Court's letter dated 23 November 1759, it is seen that
"near 1,000 bales of cloth, 50 bales of long ells, 250 tons of copper, 40 tons of
iron and 5 tons of steel" were expected to be sent to Bengal, and there was
more cloth in this consignment than was ever sent to that Presidency.155
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